
The Saga of the Silent Service: The Story of
Three Submarines That Battled Japan

In the vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean, during the tumultuous years of
World War II, a silent battle raged beneath the waves. Submarines, the
unsung heroes of the conflict, played a crucial role in the Allied victory
against Imperial Japan. Among these submarines, three stand out for their
exceptional bravery and unwavering determination: USS Barb, USS Darter,
and USS Gato.

Their stories, meticulously chronicled in the gripping book "The Story of
Three Submarines That Battled Japan," paint a vivid picture of the perilous
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missions, daring attacks, and indomitable spirit of these underwater
warriors.
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USS Barb, under the command of Commander Eugene Fluckey, emerged
as the most successful submarine in the entire US Navy during World War
II. With a remarkable record of sinking over 100,000 tons of enemy
shipping, Barb earned the nickname "The Batfish from Hell." Fluckey's
aggressive tactics and the crew's unwavering resolve made Barb a
constant menace to Japanese forces.

One of Barb's most audacious missions was a daring raid on Truk Lagoon,
a heavily fortified Japanese naval base. Despite heavy opposition, Barb
managed to penetrate the lagoon and sink several enemy ships, including
a destroyer and an oil tanker. This mission earned Fluckey the Navy Cross,
the highest award for valor in combat.

USS Darter: The Submarine That Sank a Japanese Battleship



USS Darter, under the command of Commander David McCampbell,
achieved its greatest triumph by sinking the Japanese battleship Kongō. On
October 21, 1944, Darter fired a spread of six torpedoes at Kongō, striking
the massive warship with four of them. Kongō capsized and sank within
minutes, taking over 1,200 Japanese sailors with it.

McCampbell's bold decision to attack a battleship, despite the
overwhelming odds, earned him the Medal of Honor, the highest military
decoration awarded by the United States.

USS Gato: The Submarine That Led the Way
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USS Gato, under the command of Commander John Cromwell, holds the
distinction of being the first US submarine to sink a Japanese ship in World
War II. On December 7, 1941, just hours after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Gato intercepted a Japanese transport ship and sank it with a single
torpedo.
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Throughout the war, Gato continued to patrol the Pacific, sinking enemy
ships and supporting Allied operations. The submarine's success inspired
other submarines to join the fight against Japan, helping to turn the tide of
the war in the Allies' favor.

A Legacy of Honor and Sacrifice

The stories of USS Barb, USS Darter, and USS Gato stand as a testament
to the extraordinary courage and sacrifice of the US Navy's Silent Service
during World War II. These submarines and their crews played a vital role
in the Allied victory, helping to bring the war to an end and ensuring the
freedom of millions.

Their legacy continues to inspire generations of sailors and military
personnel, reminding them of the importance of honor, bravery, and
unwavering determination.

"The Story of Three Submarines That Battled Japan" is a gripping and
unforgettable account of the extraordinary adventures and heroic deeds of
these three submarines. Through vivid descriptions, meticulously
researched details, and firsthand accounts from the submariners
themselves, the book brings to life the challenges, dangers, and triumphs
of underwater warfare in the Pacific.

Whether you're a history buff, a military enthusiast, or simply someone who
appreciates a compelling tale of courage and adventure, this book is an
absolute must-read.
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